
Section 3. Methodology 
as an IMRD component 

Unit 2. Methodology: 

Grammar peculiarities 



Today we are going to talk about Grammar peculiarities of the 
Methodology section. This unit will cover three language areas 
which are important in the Methodology: 

• Passive voice and Tenses

• Use of the а rticles 11А" а nd 11The"

• Adverbs and adverb location

First, let's consider Tense use and Voice instances in the sample 
section of the article. Try to find the use of the Passive Voice in 

the model. Which Tense is used? Why? Now, when you are back, 

let's count the instances of the Passive Voice in the given model. 

Did you identify them all? 

As for the Tenses used in the sample, we сап conclude that Past 
Simple Passive predominates. Why? То answer this question, 

let's consider these two sentences on the slide. An obvious 

answer would Ье: They differ in Tenses. 

But does the Tense choice matter here? Of course, it does. 
Present Simple indicates standard procedures as in 
the sentence on the slide: 11А flexiЫe section is inserted in the 
pipe." Here, Present Simple shows what is normally done or how 
а piece of equipment is normally constructed. Past Simple, on 
the other hand, describes what the authors did Ьу themselves, 

as in the sentence: 11А flexiЫe section was inserted in the pipe." 

lt is conventional in this section to use the passive structures. 

Passives used in formal writing are normally of this type, i.e. 
agentless passives. However, because the agent is not given 
the only way that the reader сап separate what is normally done 
(sentence А from what the authors did themselves, sentence В is 
the correct tense). 
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